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Admiralty is now being built on this side of the island. A railway
runs across the island from Singapore to Woodlands and is
connected with the Federated Malay States Railway by a cause-
way across a shallow part of the Johore Strait.
The smelting of Malayan tin ore is carried on and also the
purification of rubber. Singapore has roughly three-quarters
of the total trade of the Straits Settlements. Penang is a pretty
rock}?island rising to over 2,000 feet in the centre. The central
part is still forested, but on lower ground are numerous rubber
and coconut plantations. The principal town, officially named
Georgetown, though always known as ' Penang', faces the
mainland and the narrow strait forms a sheltered harbour. On
the mainland is Prai, the terminus of the Federated Malay Straits
Railways and affording through communication with Singapore
in less than twenty-four hours and with Bangkok in less than
thirty-six hours.
Malacca is now of small commercial importance, though of
great historical interest. A number of old buildings remain to
remind one of its former glories,
All the Straits Settlements ports are * free ports ', free from
Customs duties. Although there are extensive rubber and
coconut plantations on the islands of Singapore and Penang,
the main function of the Straits Settlements is to collect and
distribute not only the products of the whole peninsula but
of a large part of the East Indian Archipelago. Much of the
huge trade is thus an entrepot trade.
The Cocos or Keeling Islands lie about 1,200 miles south-
west of Singapore. They axe coral islands, about twenty in
number, with 1,100 people and extensive coconut plantations.
Christmas Island lies 700 miles east of the Cocos Islands.
It has about 750 inhabitants, mostly engaged in working the
valuable phosphate deposits for which the island is famous.
Its area is rather over 60 square miles.
Labuan is a small island, less than 30 square miles in area,
with about 7,500 inhabitants, and lies about 6 miles off the coast
of Borneo.
The Federated Malay States are native Mahommedan States
under British protection. The Governor of the Straits Settle-
ments is e% officio High Commissioner. Each of the four States
is ruled by its Sultan, who is advised by a British Resident.
Negri Sembilan is really a complex State formed by the union
of nine small States in 1889, Sungai Ujong joining the union
in 1895. British protection dates from 1874, when Residents
were appointed to Perak, Selangor, and Sungai Ujong. The
-^deration dates from 1896, when a treaty was made between